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Platypus 


The first Ornithorhynchus 
Confused early thinkers. 
They said, "Oh good lord’ 
It’s an obvious fraud!" 


"Somebody has stuck 

The front end of a duck 
(With the skill of a weaver) 
To part of a beaver." 


From:- 


"It’s no less a fake The incomplete book 
Than the mermaids they make of Aust. Mammals, 
From a fish and an ape --- by Ronald Strahan 
A ridiculous jape!" & Panela Condah. 


We now know it’s real 
Though I can’t help but feel 
That from tail tip to muzzle, 
It still is a puzzle. 


Meetings are held at the Ballarat Horticulture centre, corner of Gregory and Gillies Streets, ie. the NW 
corner of the Botanic Gardens, commencing at 7-JOpn 
Brcursions depart from Creswick Plaza at 9-30 am, unless specified otherwise. 


President: Mrs Claire Dalmanssssssseeeeee Vice President: Mr Greg Binns........ 
Secretary: Mrs Pat Nurphy...sssssvveveenes Treasurer: Mr John Gregurke...ssseee 
Bditor: Mr Brian AndrewS...scssseveueeees Postal Address:PO Box 328%, Ballarat West, 3350 


DIARY DATES 
Fri 3rd July, Meeting. Alaska: A Glacial Legacy. Speaker Mrs 
Carol Hall, Geographer. 
Sun 5th July. Excursion. Geology and Landforms of the 
Werribee and Parwan Valleys. Leader Mrs Carol Hall. 
Tues 14th July. Excursion. To Grenville and back. Leader 
Brian Andrews, club member. 


Wed 29th July. Committee Meeting. John Gregurke’s, ' 


Fri 7th August. Meeting. Study/workshop: a selection of 
special interest topics. Club Members. 

Sun 9th August. Excursion. Trust for Nature Reserve, Linton - 
survey and maintenance activity, also Mt Bute. 

August ??? Spiders! Live exhibition at Science works. No 
official mid-month excursion has been organized for August, so 
I am mentioning this for those who want to "keep on the Go!" 
The exhibition has started and runs till 4th October. Cost $8 
adults and $4 children. See me if you are interested in going 
as a group. PS "Startrek" is on too! 

lith - 13th September. VFNCA. Excursions Weekend, Hosted by 
Castlemaine FNC. Good speakers, good excursions! I’VE PUT 
THIS IN EARLY BECAUSE APPLICATION FORMS HAVE TO BE POSTED IN 
AUGUST! More details and forms at July meeting. 
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JUNE MEETING 
FIELD REPORTS. 
Crescent honeyeaters, Invermay, Ken Mcdonald. 
Rainbow Lorikeets, flock of 10-12, Sebastopol Secondary 
College, 14th May, Brian Andrews. Also seen on 10th by Jenny 
Jamieson, feeding from her flowering gun. 
Platypus, at least 4, possibly as many as 7, swimming in Dean 
Reservoir, late afternoon, 15th May, Joan and Brian Andrews. 
Golden Whistler, Meredith, Lyndsay Fink. 
White’s thrush and a peregrine in Mt Helen garden, also rain 
forest dragon at Mossman, Qld, John Mildren. 
White’s thrush and a peregrine also observed at Buninyong 
Lookout, Greg Binns. 
Yellow tailed black cockatoos and Galahs - large numbers in 
Ballarat at the moment, Helen Burgess. 
White eyed ducks, about 100, St Georges Lake, 31st May, also 
white plumed honeyeater in garden, Ken Hammond. 
Hobby, 11th May, 45 galahs 25th May, Wendouree, Carol Hall. 
A great assortment of fungi, Leonards Hill, Brian Gavan. 
Golden whistler, Fairyland, 7th-9th. Striated pardalotes, 2, 
in our garden, 2 spinebills in neighbours. Hardheads, 80 odd, 
off Macarthur St, 2nd June, 14 on the 5th. Alan Morrison. 


PHOTOGRAPHING RAPTORS. 
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David Whelan was our guest speaker for the June meeting. 
He showed us many slides of raptors and a variety of other 
birds. 

He was rather apologetic about the fact that he hadn’t 
used a large lens, most of his slides were taken with a 300mm 
lens - he pointed out that a 500 or 600mm lens would have been 
better - but they cost about $18,000! He mentioned that with a 
300mm lens his shutter speed was usually 1/300 sec. He usually 
used Kodak Elite film. He pointed out that slides are ideal 
for archival purposes, if stored properly they should last for 
300 years. 

Some of the most memorable slides were the silhouette of 
a wedge tail eagle in flight and one of a little eagle, clearly 
showing the underwing pattern. 

We all enjoyed David’s talk and slides. We are grateful 
to him for his time and expertise! BDA 
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EXCURSION TO CORNISH HILL 

We were due to go to the Wombat Forest with Pat and Bill 
Murphy, but Bill finished up in hospital so plans had to be 
quickly changed! It seems that Bill is recovering well now, we 
all wish him a speedy recovery and look forward to seeing him 
back at meetings and excursions! 

Luckily John Endacott was able to show us round Cornish 
Hill at Daylesford. Our first stop was the lookout on top of 
one of the mullock heaps. We were all immediately impressed by 
the magnificent view of the Daylesford township and wondered 
why we hadn’t come across this spot before! 

It quickly became apparent that John and others are very 
keen to have this area preserved and enhanced because of its 
historical, recreational and flora/fauna values. 

The area is historically important to Daylesford because 
it was the mining here that "put Daylesford on the map!" It is 
also important because it was the main centre for Cornish 
miners in Victoria. 

The area has value for passive recreation because of its 
position in the township, numerous tracks’ and lookouts, 
potential picnic sites and numerous mining relics. 

From the flora and fauna point of view, some of the area 
was natural bushland but unfortunately a large portion had been 
taken over by gorse, blackberry etc - and will require 
extensive work in the future! 

As we wandered round 
we found several things 
of interest :- There 
were numerous Cherry 
Ballart trees, good 
displays of fungi, 
including groups of Fly 
Agaric (Amanita 
muscaria), Kevin and 
Tim were thin enough to 
explore one of the mine 
shafts but I satisfied 
myself by admiring a 
fine clump of liverwort 
growing on a shaded 
rockface. 

We were all thankful 
to John and wish him 
every success with the 
area in the future! 

BDA 


BECKWORTH EXCURSION ....CORREAS PLUS . 
The main aim of this excursion was to examine the rock 


correas, C glabra. Helen Burgess led the excursion. 

After an inspection of the cork oaks we started to climb 
the spur at the southern end of the mount, turning west, we 
came across the large patch of correa plants. This section of 
the reserve was obtained as a trade off, in return for part of 
Canadian Forest which was used as grounds for the Mt Clear 
Secondary College in the seventies. 

The most surprising thing about the correas was their 
variation in flower colour. They ranged from being completely 
green to bright red with green tips. Intermediate flowers were 
pink and green. Helen was able to show us about 12 flowers, 
which demonstrated the change from one extreme to the other - 
and each was distinctively different to the rest! 

We also noticed the 
abundance of lichen - a 
sign of clean air! Helen 
also pointed out that 
there was plenty of 
"hairy lichen", the first 
to go as the air quality 
declines, followed by the 
"crusty ones" followed by 
the rest. 

Brian G found us a 
pleasant clearing where 
we had lunch, looking 
west over farmland, 

Mount Cole and Mount 
Langi Ghiran in the 
distance. 

At the end of lunch a 
large raptor flew 
overhead, we jumped up 
but weren’t quick enough 
to identify it. 

Heading back to the main track we came across a skull 
Which had us puzzled for a while - until Greg pointed out that 
it was a koala skull. 

We decided to climb to the top of the mount - a pleasant 
walk, apart from the illegal mototcyclists. About half way up 
we were able to walk out onto a rock ledge, which gave us a 
beautiful panoramic view of the country to the east -Clunes to 
Mt Warrenheip! BTo. 
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We were greeted at the top by a brilliant male scarlet 
robin. We had afternoon tea under the lolly pop tree and snaps 
were taken. 

A very pleasant excursion - thanks Helen! BDA 


SONSEE’S REVISITED. 

I felt pangs of nostalgia as I walked through Alan’s gate 
and up the drive. It had been many years since I had driven up 
there with Ted, Stella and Joan. Alan was a person they liked 
to visit - we were always certain of getting a warm welcome and 
a lively chat! 

Alan was the foundation president of the club for ten 
years, 1952-62, after it was restarted, following a break 
during the war years. He was subsequently made a life member. 
Unfortunately he died 13 years ago. 

Several stories about Alan were recalled. Greg told the 
story of how during the fire season Alan would fill his cars 
with his prized posessions - his nature books - in case he had 
to make a quick getaway! Another interesting fact was that the 
Forest Commission, as they were then called, when acquiring new . 
trees for the Creswick nursery, would always get at least two 
specimens - so that they could give Alan one to plant in his 
garden - as insurance against loosing their specimen(s)! That 
action has been a major factor in making Alan’s garden such an 
interesting place to visit - it transformed a garden into an 
arboretum! 

I was wary that my botanical knowledge would not do the 
place justice, but Lyndsay came to the rescue with the article 
below:- 

This was a very interesting place, with it’s many native 

trees, conifers from all over the world and many other exotic 
species. 
The fungi were many and varied, adding colour to the 
ground. Some of the varieties were Agarics - fungi with gills 
- the edible mushroom belongs to this group, along with many 
that are poisonous! The GREEN fungi Cortinarius austro- 
venetus, ghost fungus, Pleurotus nidiformis -which glows with a 
pale*green light and several bracket fungi were observed. 

Of special interest were the Auracarias. There are 19 
species in the world, 13 grow on the island of New Caledonia, 2 
in South America and the rest in Australia. They are large 
trees growing to 36m, Mature trees have large pineapple shaped 


cones, weighing up to 8kg. They are sub tropical trees but 
adapt to colder climates. The Bunya Bunya pine has edible 
seeds. The ones in Australia and those that are.in Alan PT. o. 
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Sonsee’s garden are A. bidwillii - Bunya Bunya, A. cunningham1ii 
- the Hoop Pine and A. hetraphylla - the well known Norfolk 
Island Pine. 

The other one in the garden is A. araucana - the Chilean 
or Monkey Puzzle Pine, so called because when found it was said 
that even a monkey would be puzzled to climb it! LF 

The birdwatchers were kept happy with a handsome pair of 
White’s thrushes, grey thrush, yellow robins, white throated 
tree creeper, grey fantail, white naped honeyeaters, crimson 
rosellas and brown thornbills etc. A tiny, delicate nest, 
presumably a grey fantails, was found built around the nuts of 
a flowering gum. As is often the case, I was the last to leave 
- but I was "rewarded" with the sight of a group of varied 
sittellas hopping along the branches of a dead tree. 

We all enjoyed the day. Many of us were pleased to see 
that the house and garden were still basically the same as they 
were years ago - the family has wanted to keep it that way! 

Many thanks to Alan’s family for allowing us back into 
the property and special thanks to Chantelle for showing us 
around! BDA 


COMMITTEE MEETING 

Matters dealt with included the following:- 
(i) Mt Elgin swamp (West of Nhill) appeal, reply and $25 
donation sent. Dinner at Little Dessert Lodge, 4th July. 
(ii)Box/Ironbark appeal, reply and donation sent. 
(iii)Michael Ronaldson letter received, regards our recent 
letter of protest. 
(iv)DRNE/staff reduction - letter of appreciation for our 
support. 
(v)Cornish Hill Draft Plan received 
(vi)Central Country Times, Information regarding Friends Of Mt 
Beckworth. 
(vii)John Gregurke unavailable for Aug excursion - family 
comittments. 

Thanks to Brian and Margaret for their hospitality! BDA 


MAMMALS OF BALLARAT...No 30...DEER. 
Red Deer - Cervus elaphus 
Sambar - Cervus unicolour 
ORDER ARTIODACTYLA, Suborder ruminantia, Family Cervidae 
Of the 6 deer species released in Australia, the red deer 
and sambar deer are the only deer near Ballarat in a feral 
state, there are others on deer farms. Red deer are in the 
Grampians and Pyrenees, Sambar are probably nearer. 
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Deer can do a great deal of damage to trees and crops, 
however they appear to be declining in numbers. Each year 
there is an open season for shooters. 

Deer are elegant animals, particularly stags in their 
full breeding splendour. They are rather shy animals and are 
rarely seen, particularly the sambar. 

Their status is :- Red deer - rare. There are 12 
subspecies world wide, the sub species in Australia is Cervus 


elephas scotius. 

Sambar - sparse, probably underestimated. Sambar do 
better than red deer. There are 4 subspecies, the two in 
Australia are Cervus unicolour niger from India and Cervus 
unicolour unicolour from Sri Lanka. 

I have included these two animals because some may still 


be close to Ballarat. Elfin 


JUNE POSER...You should have found CAVIAR. 


JULY POSER. ..CONIFEROUS SPIRALS 

Looking at the 
base of a pine cone 
we can see that the 
bracts(?) radiate 
from the centre in a 
series of spirals - 
both clockwise and 
anticlockwise. A 
curious person might 
be tempted to count 
the spirals in each 
direction! 

Then might be 
asked the 
questions:- does one 
direction have more 
spirals than the 
other? Are the 
numbers constant 
within a species? 

Do different conifer 
species have 
different numbers? 

Is there any relationship between the numbers you have 
obtained? 

Have fun! BDA 
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